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May 25, 1994

94-135
EBDON N AMED ACTING DEAN

CHARLESTON -- David Ebdon, an administrator and a faculty member at
Eastern Illinois University for the past 26 years, has been named Acting Dean of
the College of Sciences at the university.
Currently Associate Dean of the College of Sciences, Ebdon succeeds Jon
Laible, who is retiring from Eastern July 31 after 30 years of service. A national
search for a permanent replacement is expected to commence in the fall.
The College of Sciences, the university's second largest college, includes
botany, chemistry, communication disorders and sciences, economics, geology/
geography, mathematics, physics, political science, psychology, sociology/anthro
pology and zoology. It also houses programs in environmental biology, pre-medi
cine, pre-law and pre-engineering. There are approximately 2,100 undergraduate
and 230 graduate majors in the college.
Ebdon, who earned a bachelor's degree in chemistry from the University of
Michigan and a Ph.D. in physical chemistry from the University of Maryland, joined
Eastern's chemistry faculty in 1968. He was named department chair in 1977.
During his chairmanship, he reorganized the undergraduate chemistry
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curriculum to include an advanced laboratory sequence of instrumental analysis,
physical chemistry and molecular structure laboratories. He also developed a
general chemistry course for those with no high school chemistry or weak algebra
background. In addition, he co-developed a management option in the undergradu
ate chemistry major, one of the first chemistry/business degrees in the nation.
In 1989, Ebdon was appointed Associate Dean of the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences and became Associate Dean of the College of Sciences when
colleges restructured in 1993. One of his principal duties as Associate Dean was
the management of the college's operating budget.
For years, he has helped organize the college's annual publishing scholars
reception. He also has chaired or been a member of numerous department, college
and university committees, several of which have dealt with curriculum develop
ment.
His professional affiliations include the American Chemical Society and the
Illinois Association of Chemistry Teachers.
Ebdon resides in Charleston with his wife, Priscilla, a l oc a l attorn ey .
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